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Council moves
composting
ordinance change to
subcommittee

By Adam Swift

A motion introduced
by  Councillor-at-Large
Juan Pablo Jaramillo at
last week’s council meet-
ing could clear the way
for Revere to establish a
city-wide composting pro-
gram.

The motion, which is
being co-sponsored by
Ward 5 Councillor Angela
Guarino-Sawaya, looks to
establish an ordinance fur-
ther amending the revised
ordinances of the City of
Revere establishing a pro-
gram to divert waste from
landfills and incinerators
to offset waste disposal
costs.

The motion was moved
to the council’s Climate,
Workforce, and Sustain-
ability subcommittee,
which is chaired by Jara-
millo, for further discus-
sion before being brought
back to the full council for
a public hearing.

Jaramillo said there are
some community and lo-
cal environmental groups
that would like to give the
subcommittee some more
information and feedback
on a potential composting
program.

The city recently signed
a new 10-year contract
with WinWaste for sol-
id waste disposal. City
finance director Richard
Viscay said that the con-
tract includes a $25,000
annual contribution to the
city from WinWaste that
will likely be used for a
composting program.

“I support this motion,
I’'ve received 30 to 40
emails asking me to sup-
port it from residents that

See COUNCIL Page 2

MEMORIAL DAY 2024

Korean War Veteran Angelo Migliero, with his wife, Jenny, and daughter, Joan. See pages

14 and 15 for more photos.

Council requests better notification on road work

By Adam Swift

City councillors want
residents to be better in-
formed about construc-
tion work in the city that
impacts traffic and creates
noise and other inconve-

niences.
At last week’s meet-
ing, Councillors Robert

Haas, III, Angela Guari-
no-Sawaya, and Joanne
McKenna introduced a
motion asking city of-
ficials to investigate re-
quirements  for utility
companies and other com-
panies that conduct road

work or construction to
provide notification of that
work to the council and
impacted residents.
According to the mo-
tion, notification shall be
given at least two weeks
in advance, provide a
timeline for completion,
and describe any impacts
the residents may expe-
rience including but not
limited to lane closures,
traffic congestion, parking
bans, and overnight noise.
The proposed notifi-
cation would be appli-
cable for all scheduled
non-emergency work.

RHS KING AND QUEEN

Prom Queen Camila Echeverri Herrera and Prom King Chris-
topher Merveille were crowned at the Revere High School
Prom that was held last Tuesday evening at the Danversport
Yacht Club. See more photos on pages 4 and 5.

ORTHEAST
OIL DELIVERY
781-286-2602

. without
'.
Per Gallon "**°
+ 100 Gal. Minimum « 24 Hour Service

CHECK OUR WEBSITE

FOR DAILY LOW PRICE
NORTHEASTOILDELIVERY.COM

REVERE FIREFIGHTERS

- MEMORIAL -
SUNDAY, JUNE 9, 2024

8:15 A.M.
Relatives and friends of the Revere Fire Department, espe-
cially our retirees, are cordially invited to attend our Annual
Firefighters Memorial Day Exercises. Please note this year’s
ceremony shall be held at the AMERICAN LEGION, locat-
ed at 249 Broadway, Revere.
Please join us as we honor our departed members at this,

our most solemn traditional service.
Christopher P. Bright, Chief of Department
-

“I think this is the type
of motion that’s proba-
bly been in the works for
years, not by me myself,”
said Haas. “This stems
from a couple weeks back,
when myself, Councillor
McKenna, and Councillor
Guarino-Sawaya all re-
ceived different messages
from residents concern-
ing traffic in certain areas,
road closures in certain
areas, parking bans in one
instance, and noise from
construction that was go-
ing on overnight.”

Haas said none of these
residents were informed
of the construction or the
potential impacts ahead of
time.

“I’d like to see if this
is something we can do
through the city policy
writer and analyst, along
with the building depart-
ment, and see if we can
get a notice for residents
just so they can plan ac-
cordingly,” said Haas. “I
think it is something resi-
dents deserve and the city
should look into.”

McKenna said that sev-
eral weeks ago she got sev-
eral calls from residents
who live on Revere Beach
Parkway, and that she had
called city officials and no
one knew about the con-
struction work in the area.

“I asked one of the res-
idents to take a picture of
the construction truck, and
it was MassDOT,” said
McKenna. “MassDOT did
not even give them flyers
to tell them that they were
going to be working at
night, and the reason they
want to work at night is
because they don’t want
to cause a traffic jam. But
they are impacting peo-
ple’s quality of life.”

McKenna said residents
should be notified by the
utility companies doing
the work through notices
to the public.

“We have to do better,
and I think the city needs
to demand that we get re-
spect from these construc-
tion companies, utility
companies,” said McKen-

See ROAD WORK Page 2

Council subcommittee
to take up short-term
rental issues here

By Adam Swift

Ward 5 Councilor An-
gela Guarino-Sawaya
wants to put an end to
short-term rentals such as
AirBnBs in single family
zoning districts.

At last week’s city
council meeting, Guari-
no-Sawaya introduced
a motion requesting the
mayor ask the city plan-
ner to draft an ordinance
prohibiting the use in the
single-family districts.

“This all stems from
me having an issue in the
Point of Pines,” said the
councillor. “There are a
ton of AirBnBs all over the
place, and the city is aware
of some of them, but what
happens is they are closed
down but then they reopen
and are being used all over
again.”

Guarino-Sawaya  said
the short-term rental use in
the Point of Pines neigh-
borhood is a problem,
where homes are being
purchased as non-primary
residences and are being

used as commercial prop-
erties by people who do
not live in Revere.

“The ordinance states
that you have to be own-
er-occupied, but it’s not
like that,” said Guari-
no-Sawaya.

A number of the homes
are owned by people who
reside in Revere for six
months of the year, but it
is still considered own-
er-occupied, she added.

“Parking is being affect-
ed,” said Guarino-Sawaya.
“It is 24-7 parking in the
Point of Pines, and what’s
happening is these AirB-
nBers are coming in and
taking over parking spots
and residents can’t park.”

Ward 4  Councillor
Paul Argenzio said he is
not opposed to Guari-
no-Sawaya’s motion, but
added that he would like
the city solicitor to appear
before the council to dis-
cuss the issue.

“There’s been a lot of
litigation across the Com-

See RENTAL Page 2

Dr. Janis Cotter and PJ Cotter
retire after over 50 years in Revere

Special to the Journal

Representative Gianni-
no and her grandmother
Joann, both long time pa-
tients of Dr. Cotter, pre-
sented citations to her and
her brother PJ in recogni-
tion of their retirement and
service to the city of Re-
vere. Parkway Optical has
been a staple in the com-
munity for over 67 years.

“I will truly miss my
visits to Dr. Cotter’s office.
Since I was a young girl,
her and PJ have been an
integral part of my life and
SO many in our communi-
ty,” said Rep. Jessica Gi-
annino (D-Revere). “They
treated their patients and
customers like family and
for that, I will be forever
thankful. I wish Dr. Cotter
and PJ all the best in their

retirement. I hope that
they can enjoy these years
to come together with their
family and friends, taking
well deserved time to en-
joy what they love. Park-
way Optical will leave a
vacancy on Broadway that
cannot be filled.”

"Parkway Optical has
been a part of the fabric of
Revere for nearly seventy
years. It is truly a loss to
Revere to lose this family
run business but certainly
a well-deserved retirement
for Dr. Cotter and her
brother, PJ. I joined their
customers and all resi-
dents of Revere in wish-
ing them both good health
in the future," said Rep.
Jeffrey Rosario Turco (D.
Winthrop).

See COTTERS Page 2

Dr. Janis Cotter and PJ Cotter receive citation for retiring after

over 50 years in Revere.
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Rental // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

monwealth about short-
term rentals, and some-
times the cities prevail and
sometimes the homeown-
ers prevail,” said Argen-
zi0. “Since the short-term
rental office has been in
existence, about 1,100 list-
ings existed at the time of
inception, and now there
are about 115. I'd hate to
pass anything that anyone
challenges in court and
then we find ourselves
more or less shooting our-
selves in the foot.”

Ward 1 Councillor Jo-

anne McKenna said that in
addition, the city needs to
address issues with room-
ing houses in neighbor-
hoods.
Councillor-at-Large
Marc Silvestri said it was
a good motion, but agreed
with Argenzio that before
the council moves forward
with it, it should get feed-
back from the city solici-
tor.
Councillor-at-Large
Michelle Kelley also said
she had some concerns
with the legal aspects and

would like more informa-
tion about the implications
of the motion.

Council President An-
thony Cogliandro praised
the job done by the short
term rental office, but not-
ed that there are also ille-
gal short-term rentals that
pay fines and continue to
rent out properties.

The motion was re-
ferred to the council’s leg-
islative affairs subcommit-
tee for further discussion.

Council // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

are either already com-
posting or want to start,”
said Councillor-at-Large
Marc Silvestri. “I think
it is a great idea and we
should try it.”

Ward 4 Councillor Paul
Argenzio said a number
of other cities and towns
already have composting

programs in place, and
that it would be a great
way of getting some trash
out of the waste stream.
“I’'m in favor of this,”
said Councillor-at-Large
Robert Haas, III. “T’ve
had a number of residents
reach out via email and
texts ... that this is a great

thing for the city to look
at.”

Councillor-at-Large
Michelle Kelley said she
has also received calls
and emails supporting a
composting program and
would be in favor of the
motion.

Real Estate Transfers

BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS PRICE
Lmj LLC Cyros Ft Walnut St $25,000
Ramos, Wilber A 138 Pearl Ave Unit 1 LLC 138 Pearl Ave #]1 $440,000
Gjinovd, Patrit Todisco Lorraine E Est 165 Lincoln St $640,000
W Real Estate LLC Lakeside Homes LLC 198 Harris St $1,300,000
Bautista, Analilia 230 Proctor Realty LLC 230 Proctor Ave #1 $600,000
Santillan, Antoine D Pisano, Frances A 360 Revere Beach Blvd #212  $406,000
Dutra, Cristiane D Galdamez, Ezequiel 4 Grand View Ave $900,000
Coppola, Adelina Kelley, Phillip 483 Malden St §25,000
Sheehan, Tyler D 495 Revere Bch Blvd 302 495 Revere Beach Blvd #302 $412,500
Kanj, Remi B& Tripoli Ft 505-507 Broadway $1,200,000
Capps, Harold R De Leon, Marlon 57 Howard St #1 $732,000
Hlortsi, Romeo Q De Leon, Marlon 57 Howard St #2 $557,000
Eight Avon LLC Petran Marta Est 8 Avon St $545,000

THINKING OF SELLING?
CALL YOUR TRUSTED REVERE REALTOR
NICK DAHER BROKER/OWNER BROADSOUND
~ A Proud Revere Resident ~
11 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE |

978.4237782 |

NICK@BROADSOUNDRE.COM

NOT ALL HEROES WEAR CAPES

FATHER'S DAY
COLORING PAGE

This is my Dad - Dad’s name

Drawn By - Your name

City

DRAW YOUR DAD

* Complete the picture by creating a picture of your father!
* PENS & MARKERS WORK BEST, use BOLD COLORS

Please e-mail to: PROMO@REVEREJOURNAL.COM

Deadline for entries will be Friday, June 7th.

Entries will be published in the June 12th, & 13th issues of the Revere Journal, Chelsea Record,

Everett Independent, East Boston Times, Winthrop Sun Transcript, and The Lynn Journal

MOTHER’S DAY BIRTHDAY
CELEBRATION AT THE SENIOR CENTER

A Mother’s Day Birthday Celebration on May 22 at the
Rossetti-Cowan Senior Center. Shown to the right,
Carmella Noe and Fermina Mangone take a break
from the revelry for a photo. Shown below,
Valentina Moreno, Public Health Department,
Anna Piccardi, Senior Center Assistant Direc-
tor, Saber Abougalala, Owner of The Good
Diner, Samanda Lumayj, Public Health De-
partment, and Senior Center Administrative
Assistants, Susan Martelli and Mina Canas. See

more photos on Page 20-.
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Road WOl‘k // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

na.

Guariano-Sawaya said
she got stuck in the Revere
Beach Parkway construc-
tion traffic leaving a recent
council meeting and that
she had no idea what was
going on.

“They need to notify not
only us as councillors, but
they need to notify all the
abutters when they do any
work, and it has to be in a
timely fashion,” she said.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira
Novoselsky said that for
the Revere city projects,

the city can make sure
people are notified. But he
said the city needs to no-
tify its state delegation for
projects such as the state
project on the parkway to
notify MassDOT to rein-
force the importance of
notifications of construc-
tion work to everybody.
Council President An-
thony Cogliandro noted
that new public works su-
perintendent Chris Ciara-
mella has stated that one
of his goals is to improve
communications with oth-

er agencies.

“I'm hoping that we
can get some more respect
from state agencies that
really don’t show us any,”
said Cogliandro.

City planning and eco-
nomic development direc-
tor Tom Skwierawski said
the city administration is
looking to put together a
traffic working group of
traffic and transportation
officials that can make
sure there is more commu-
nication going out to resi-
dents.

Cotters // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Parkway Optical was
founded in 1957 by Philip
Cotter, Janis and PJ’s fa-
ther. PJ joined the family
business part-time in high
school in 1973 and later
became a certified optician
in February 1980.

Janis, too, worked there
part-time in high school
and college. She earned
her doctorate in optome-
try from the New England

School of Optometry in
1985 and has worked there
as the optometrist ever
since. The business name
was officially changed to
Parkway Optical and Eye
Care in 1985.

Many other Cotter fam-
ily members have worked
for this small business
in various capacities, in-
cluding their late mother
and aunt, who handled

the bookkeeping for many
years. Janis and PJ’s sis-
ter, Trisha and late sib-
lings Susan and Karen
also worked in the family
business over the years in
addition to many nieces
and currently, PJ’s son-
in-law, Dan. This small,
family run business in our
community will be deeply
missed.

Parkway Optical members wish Dr. Janis Cotter and PJ Cotter a happy retirement.
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Book your Graduation, Rehearsal Dinner or
Special Event at Volare & get treated like family!

C

olare

u(ﬂh’wb Ttaliang & g))(,z;,,

Remember

€ —st® & honor our heroes
I volarerevere.com = 781-629-4762 = 388 Broadway, Revere MA = Hours: 3:00pm - 1:00am

for delvery

REVERE LODGE OF ELKS 1171 HONORS MOTHERS ON THEIR SPECIAL DAY

WITH CEREMONY AND B

REAKFAST

Exalted Ruler Sandra DeFrancisco presented flowers to the
“Mother of the Year”, Anessa Schena.

L

George Travis with his mom, Marlene DiBlasi.

| N

When mom is not around besties make the day a little
brighter, Antionette Levesque and Lissa Green at the Re-

vere Lodge of Elks.

«"l* P
A
Yy | A

Revere Lodge of Elks 1171 Officers seated: Treasurer Anessa Schena, Exalted Ruler Sandra DeFrancisco, Lecturing Knight

Carolyn Maloney. Standing: Secretary Laura Smith, Inner Guard Anthony Giaquenta, Esquire George Travis, Chaplin Daniel

Powell Sr., Leading Knight Gene Hannon, Trustees, Susan Friburg and Michael Smith.

The Revere Lodge of
Elks on Shirley Avenue
recognized mothers, here
and forever in our hearts
last Sunday morning for
Mother’s Day.

All were welcomed and
received a flower for their
mom or in memory of her,
red or white. A brief and
meaningful ceremony led

by Exalted Ruler Sandra
DeFrancisco and the offi-
cers of the lodge, followed
by naming the lodge’s
“Mother of the Year”. This
was a unanimous deci-
sion, for all her dedication
to family and commu-
nity, Anessa Schena, the
lodge’s treasurer.

Lodge’s Mother of the Year Anessa Schena (second from
left) with her daughter, Olivia (left) and her parents Sharon

and Anthony Schena.

Susan Friburg with her son-in-law Michael Smith with Ro-
lan Smith and Gabrielle Jansky.

Traffic Comm. hears of MBTA’s plans for

110 and 116 bus route improvements

Special to the Journal

The Revere Traffic
Commission (RTC) held
a regular monthly meeting
last Thursday, May 23, in
the City Councillor Jo-
seph A. Del Grosso City
Council Chambers at Re-
vere City Hall.

On hand for the session
were chair Frank Stringi,
Police Lieut. Sean Ran-
dall, DPW Director Chris
Ciaramella, City Engineer
Nick Rystrom, and Fire
Chief Chris Bright.

First up on the agen-
da was a presentation by
Becca Wolfson and Olivia
Mobayed from the MBTA
regarding the T’s Better
Bus Network Improve-
ment plans for the 110 and
116 bus routes.

“We are  working
on  implementing a
once-in-a-generation up-
date to the MBTA’s bus
network,” said Mobayed.
“This is a complete re-
imagining of the MBTA’s
bus network to better re-
flect the travel needs of the
region and create a better
experience for current and

future bus riders. There
have been changes to trav-
el patterns in the area in
the past 20 years, but the
current bus networks do
not reflect those changes.”

She said the first phase
of redesign will include
a 60% increase in ser-
vice for five bus routes
in Chelsea, Everett, and
Revere, which include the
110 and 116 routes.

The 110 originates at
Wellington Station and
runs through Everett and
Revere to the Revere
Beach and Wonderland T
stations. Presently, there
are 15-minute intervals
during rush hour and 30
minute intervals in off-
peak periods, but the T’s
new plan calls for 15 min-
ute service all day, every
day, from 5 am. to 1 am.
The current route serves
about 3000 riders per day.
In Revere, this route goes
down Park Ave., then onto
Broadway, then onto Cen-
tral Ave., then to Beach
St., and finally to the Re-
vere Beach and Wonder-
land stations.

The 116 Route runs

from Maverick Station
through East Boston,
Chelsea, and then onto
Broadway, Revere be-
fore proceeding to Won-
derland. This route carries
11,600 riders per day. The
new service plan for this
route also will provide
15-minute service all day,
seven days per week.
Wolfson said there will
have to be capital im-
provement projects in all
of the communities in or-
der to accommodate the
increase in service, in-
cluding designated bus
lanes, accessible sidewalk
repairs, the installation of
new benches and shelters,
and transit signalization
priority improvements to
help speed buses along,
which is especially needed
at the already-congested
intersection of Park Ave.
and Broadway, through
which 500 bus riders pass
per hour during rush hour.
She said the first phase
will incur about $560,000
in construction costs that
will be paid for entirely by

See TRAFFIC Page 8

Pat Keefe

Mayor

Don Ciaramella

Chief of Infrastructure

and Public Works

Water, Sewer & Drain Division
281 Broadway

Revere, MA 02151

0: 781-286-8145

F: 781-286-8146

IMPORTANT NOTICE FOR RESIDENTS

THE CITY OF REVERE, WATER, SEWER & DRAIN DIVISION WILL BE

CONDUCTING A CITY-WIDE WATER SYSTEM FLUSHING BEGINNING

JUNE 11 2024 STARTING IN NORTH REVERE

PLEASE CAREFULLY READ THE DETAILS BELOW:

¢ FLUSHING WILL OCCUR NIGHTLY BETWEEN THE HOURS OF 9PM

AND 2AM, TUESDAYS AND THURSDAYS.

¢ FLUSHING OF THE WATER SYSTEM REQUIRES THE USE OF

HYDRANTS IN YOUR AREA.

¢ FLUSHING MAY CAUSE WATER DISCOLORATION. IF THIS OCCURS,
RUN COLD-WATER FROM TUB OR OUTDOOR SPIGOT UNTIL WATER

RUNS CLEAR.

¢ FLUSHING WILL NOT CAUSE WATER SERVICE DISRUPTION.
¢ FLUSHING WILL TAKE APPROXIMATLEY EIGHT TO TWELVE WEEKS

TO COMPLETE CITY-WIDE.

AS ALWAYS, WE APOLOGIZE FOR ANY INCONVENIENCE & APPRECIATE

YOUR PATIENCE.

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, PLEASE CALL THE WATER & SEWER

OFFICE AT 781-286-8145

THANK Youl

CITY OF REVERE - WATER, SEWER § PRAIN DIVISION




Revere High School
Class of 2024 held
their Senior Prom at
the Danversport Yacht
Club. Last Tuesday
evening members
of the RHS Class of
2024 gathered at the
Danversport  Yacht
Club’s main function
hall for their senior
prom. Colorful gowns

Arriving at the prom, Kristina Simons, Valery Zamora, Victoria Rocha, Isabella Qualtieri,

and Ava Cassinello.

These gentlemen are dressed for a very terrific evening with their classmates.

THE REVERE JOURNAL

RHS CLASS OF 2024 HOLDS SENIOR PROM

and stylish tuxedos
were the dress codes
for the evening. A
buffet dinner, their fa-
vorite music to dance
to, and lots and lots of
photos to remember
the night, as their time
together comes to an
end in a little over a
week, at graduation.

Sophia Grullon, Ariana Mendoza, and Emily Heckley enter

the yacht club.

Wednesday, May 29, 2024

A photo-op before entering the yacht club, Ana Kalliavas,

Dakota Lanes, Bella Stamatopoulos, and Sarah Bruno.

The RHS classmates of 2024 with a great fashion statement at the prom.

Luke Ellis gets a interview by Chris Kingston and Althea

Terrenzi for Revere TV.

For Advertising Rates,
Call 617-884-2416
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3 TIPS FOR DRONE
SAFETY THIS
SUMMER

STAY CLEAR OF CONTROLLED
AIRSPACES AND KNOW THE RULES:

0

Register your drone

(2

Never fly near any aircraft, airports
or other controlled airspace

6

Keep your drone in sight at all times

Always fly below 400 feet

(%)

Learn the rules for Remote
ID and flying over crowds

Katerina Dinka and Lorenza Cuci. Brian Ramirez and Paris Peguero.

Angelina Montoya, Camila Echeverri, Giselle Salvador, Jannet Sehli, Karla Leal, and Briana
Mendieta.
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CONGRATULATIONS
TO THE CLASS OF 2024

A high school graduation is a singular event in the life
of every community, where almost everybody knows
one of the graduates or their families. All of us share in
the happiness and sense of achievement of our young
people who will be receiving their diplomas. And for
all of us, a high school graduation brings back our own
fond memories from our long-gone youth.

For the graduates themselves, their high school grad-
uation marks both an end and a beginning. They no lon-
ger are children, either in the eyes of the law or in real-
ity. They are full-fledged adults who will be leaving the
sheltered harbor of their families and communities and
setting sail on a journey that none of them will be able to
anticipate, but which will be full of surprises, bringing
both stormy seas and smooth sailing.

Yes, graduation is a bittersweet time, both for the
grads and their family members.

For the parents who will be watching their sons and
daughters step to the podium when their name is called,
no doubt they will be thinking of how fast time has gone
by since they first brought their child by the hand to pre-
school and kindergarten.

Such moments bring to mind the sentiments expressed
in the lyrics of the song, Sunrise, Sunset, from the musi-
cal Fiddler on the Roof:

Is this the little girl I carried

Is this the little boy at play?

I don’t remember growing older

When did they?

When did she get to be a beauty

When did he grow to be so tall?

Wasn’t it yesterday when they were small?

We congratulate the Class of 2024 for all of the ac-
complishments that have earned them the right to step
onto that podium to receive their diplomas. We know
we join with all of the members of our community in
wishing them blue skies and sunny days, both on their
Graduation Day and in the years ahead.

DRIVERLESS CARS:
WE CAN’T WAIT!

We recently returned from a trip to San Francisco
to visit our daughter and got the chance to ride in the
driverless taxis from Waymo, the company owned by
Google, which has been operating in San Francisco and
Phoenix for the past few years.

At first we were skeptical of taking a ride in the cars,
which have received some bad press, but Kate (who has
been using the service for a number of months) assured
us it was perfectly fine.

The vehicles, which are electric Jaguar SUVs, make
you feel as if you are riding with a luxury limo service.
They are clean, quiet, and have leather seats. They also
play soft, relaxing music, though you have the option to
choose different genres.

Most importantly, the Waymos obey the speed limits,
always signal when changing lanes, never rush through
a yellow light, let alone a red light, and yield to pedes-
trians in crosswalks. In other words, the Waymos are far
safer than human-operated vehicles.

The experience made us realize that driverless vehi-
cles, guided by Al, will be commonplace in the not-too-
distant future -- a future that will make our roads far
safer than the carnage that exists today in which more
than 40,000 Ameriaans are killed and countless tens of
thousands more are severely injured every year thanks
to human operators who either are texting-and-driving,
under the influence, engaged in road rage, falling asleep
at the wheel, inexperienced, too old, blinded by the sun,
disobeying the traffic laws, or are just bad drivers.

Driverless cars also will have a huge positive finan-
cial impact on our society. Auto insurance rates will go
down precipitously (especially for young drivers), car
repairs caused by accidents will be minimal, health care
costs will decline enormously because of the decrease in
auto-related injuries, and senior citizens will retain their
independence.

In short, we have seen the future of cars without hu-
man operators -- and we can’t wait!

Your opinions, please

The Revere Journal welcomes letters to the editor.

Our mailing address is 385 Broadway, Revere, MA
02151. Letters may be e-mailed to
editor@reverejournal.com.

Letters must be signed.

Edwards gets major budget wins this week in the State Senate

Special to the Journal

The Massachusetts
State Senate convened this
week to debate and finalize
the $57.999 billion Senate
budget package, bringing
significant resources to the
residents of the Common-
wealth, particularly those
in Senator Lydia Edwards’
Third Suffolk district.
The community-focused
budget achievements this
session promise substan-
tial investments in the es-
sential needs of the Com-
monwealth’s  residents.
Budget highlights for the
Third Suffolk include the
following:

Environmental

Resiliency and Parks

Preservation

A grant of $50,000
has been awarded to
the Friends of Belle Isle
Marsh to support the im-
plementation of critical
environmental preserva-
tion programs. Addition-
ally, the Friends of the
Public Garden will receive
$50,000 for the enhance-
ment of public bathroom
accessibility  infrastruc-
ture.

Recovery and
Expungement Services

The Big Home Proj-
ect, Inc. has been allo-
cated $50,000 to reduce

recidivism through re-
cord expungement and
workforce education.

Furthermore, Community
Against Substance Abuse,
Inc. (CASA) of Winthrop
has been granted $30,000
to bolster substance use
treatment programs in
Winthrop.
Food Insecurity

To combat food insecu-
rity, $10,000 grants have
been provided to each of
the following food service
providers: the Veterans
Food Bank in Winthrop,
Grace Church Federated
Food Pantry in East Bos-
ton, Friday Night Supper
Program, Inc. in Back Bay,
and the First Congrega-
tional Church of Revere.
Additionally, $50,000 has
been allocated to support
food services at the Wom-
en’s Lunch Place, Inc. in
Back Bay.

Arts and Sports
Accessibility

The East Boston com-

munity has received a

$50,000 grant for the or-
ganization of the East
Boston Latino Festival in
the summer of 2024. An-
other $50,000 has been
dedicated to supporting
arts education in Winthrop
public schools, alongside
a $25,000 grant to the
Winthrop Little League to
help support the upgrade
of the dugouts.

Housing Resources

A grant of $75,000 has
been allocated to the City
of Revere to establish a
pilot program offering
grants of at least $5,000
directed to eligible first-
time homebuyers. This
program targets individu-
als who have resided in a
selected jurisdiction for a
minimum of 18 months.
The Crossroads Family
Shelter in East Boston has
been awarded $50,000 to
provide  comprehensive
mental health, substance
use, and clinical recovery
services for individuals
and families affected by
homelessness.
Translation Services for
Winthrop public schools

Winthrop public
schools have been grant-
ed $200,000 in additional
funds for programs that
concern English as a sec-
ond language instruction
and technical support.

Low-Income and
First-Generation Col-
lege Education A grant of
$75,000 shall be allocat-
ed to Bottom Line, Inc.
to offer college transition
and retention services for
low-income or aspiring
first-generation  college
students.

Health Center
Coverage Equity

This legislative  fix
works to adjust reimburse-
ment rates at health centers
at Neighbor Health/EBN-
HC, Codman, Dorchester
House, and South Boston.
These health centers have
large uninsured patient
populations. Of the four
health centers, EBNHC is
the most impacted. Ulti-
mately, this budget-neutral
resolution will increase
reimbursement rates re-
sulting in up to $3 million
a year for EBNHC and up
to $1 million a year for the
other health centers.

Water Transportation

Join us later today for RPS’s
District-Wide Student
Showcase at Revere High School

Revere Public School’s
District-Wide Spring Stu-
dent Showcase will take
place today, Wednesday,
May 29, from 3:30 p.m. to
6:30 p.m. at Revere High
School.

This year, the Student
Showcase will have three
components that will in-
clude RPS’s General Stu-
dent Showcase, which
highlights creative aca-
demic work that students
are proud of and demon-
strates deeper learning
from across the district.;
Revere High School’s
Multicultural Night,
which will celebrate the
different cultures at the
high school; and Revere
High School’s Art Exhibit,
which will showcase work
from high school art class-

es this semester.

Our Revere High
School Multicultural
Event will be an opportu-
nity for students to high-
light what about their cul-
tures makes them proud.
Revere Public Schools
takes pride in the diver-
sity of cultures and back-
grounds represented in the
city. Whether it’s food,
clothing, activities, music,
dance, or art, sharing our
cultures allows us to un-
derstand one another and
enjoy the beauty there is
across the world.

Attendees will also
have the opportunity to
see high school students’
artwork that will be dis-
played throughout the
high school on the night
of the event!

For Advertising Rates, Call 617-884-2416

By allocating $7.5
million to ferry services
the state senate made the
largest annual investment
in water transportation
in years. This has been a
long journey in the district
to ensure that we have
reliable, accessible, and
permanent transportation.
In the FY23 budget, Sen-
ator Edwards obtained
$1 million to sustain fer-
ry operations during the
closure of the Sumner
Tunnel. The following
FY, she obtained an addi-
tional $1 million to sup-
port transportation during
the closure of the Sumner
Tunnel. Today, the ferry
is operated by the Mas-
sachusetts Bay Transpor-
tation Authority (MBTA),
another win for Winthrop.
Senator Edwards contin-
ued her work to improve
ferry services with addi-
tional funding and an East
Boston stop. Sincere grat-
itude is given to the Healy
administration, who’s
support in water transpor-
tation endeavors includes
the appointment of David
Perry as the first ever Di-
rector of Commuter Ferry
Services.

The water transpor-
tation funds obtained in
this budget will be used to
expand service hours, in-
crease frequency by tran-
sitioning seasonal services
to year-round operations
by July 1, 2025, and intro-
duce weekend services in
Winthrop and Quincy by
the same date. Addition-
ally, fare equity improve-
ments in Winthrop to
pay Zone 1A rates, route
streamlining for Quincy,
Hingham, Hull, and Win-
throp, and new routes to
and from Logan Interna-
tional Airport will further
enhance our transportation
infrastructure and provide
better accessibility for all
residents with consistent
infrastructure for pay-
ments so that all riders can
use their Charlie Cards.

Other Budget High-
lights

Education

The senate’s budget
codifies MassEducate,
a $117.5 million invest-
ment creating a universal
free community college
program. In addition, the

budget allocates $15 mil-
lion for Early College
programs and $13.1 mil-
lion for the state’s Dual
Enrollment initiative, both
of which provide high
school students with in-
creased opportunities for
post-graduate success.
Finally, the budget pro-
vides $59.7 million for
adult basic education ser-
vices to improve access to
skills necessary to join the
workforce.
Veterans

During FY25 debate,
the Senate unanimously
adopted an amendment
codifying the Women Vet-
erans Network into Mas-
sachusetts state law and
instituting new responsi-
bilities to ensure we are
reaching all women vet-
erans. Women continue
to be the fastest growing
population of veterans,
and the Senate has cham-
pioned increased funding
and studies on the needs
of women veterans since
the FY22 budget.

The budget allocates
$51.3 million for libraries,
including $19 million for
regional library local aid,
$20 million for municipal
libraries and $6.2 million
for technology and auto-
mated resource networks.

Transportation

The senate budget pro-
vides for $23 million to
support  implementation
of a low-income fare pro-
gram at the MBTA and
$214 million for Regional
Transit Authorities (RTAs)
to support regional public
transportation systems.

Seniors

The senate provided
for $582.1 million for
nursing facility Medic-
aid rates, including $112
million in additional base
rate payments to maintain
competitive wages in the
Commonwealth’s nursing
facility workforce. It also
provided $28.5 million for
grants to local Councils
on Aging to increase as-
sistance per elder to $15
from $14 in FY24.

A conference commit-
tee will now be appointed
to reconcile differences
between the versions of
the budget passed by the
Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives.
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The Student Senate Star (S5.S.S) is Revere High School’s very own spot in the Revere Journal, where student voice shines bright! Submissions
will be open for our editions sent out during the last week of every month as we hope to increase visibility of youth voice in Revere. Whether
its op-eds, poems, stories, or any other form of writing, we hope to showcase the unique perspective of students across the city. Some
pieces will be signed by writers, while other pieces may be signed “Student Senate Star” to preserve anonymity. If you have any questions,
comments, or concerns, email studentsenaterhs@gmail.com and/or reach out to our Instagram, @rhs.studentsenate! Enjoy our ninth edition!

-

AN EXCERPE: CROSSING
SCHOOL StReet AFEER WALE
WHIEMAN'S “CROSSING
BROOKLYN FERRY"

SKIES above mel! i see your eye as you
see mine!

not overhead, but rather,

as one.

clouds cover the sun, hold the heat,
cupping it in their hands

to share with me - with you -

and disperse it over the lands.

as the leaves turn,
the clock ticks,
the time we share
is what sticks!

forget the sun dials,
the creeping shade,
the lock of a clock.

remember the smiles,
the memories made,
the flock on the dock!

think, reflect, learn, and thrive!
understand that your life may be
as vast - and different -

as mine!

~ Erta Ismabhili ‘24-25
RHS Poet Laureate

WHERE DID [E ALL GO?

One of my first memories of RHS was
when we toured the building in middle
school. | remember my first reaction being
underwhelming: it wasn't the glorified
version of high school that the movies,
TV shows, and my elementary school had
sold me on. Rather than the aesthetic
architecture with the grand foyer, it was a
gray and dull building with dark and eerie

hallways. Despite an underwhelming first
impression, | still remember the relief after
peaking into the classrooms. Seeing the
civilian clothing and some students with
their headphones in while others furiously
wrote away was the silver lining of my
deteriorating first impression. | remember
thinking to myself about the unordinary
nature of this school yet feeling thrilled to
be in this building, thrilled to be the same
students sitting in these classrooms.

That vision was soon cluttered with a
slew of Zoom links, black square boxes,
and “l couldn't hear you, your mic cut
off” The once thrilling excitement of
freshman year was soon pixelated by the
emergence of a global pandemic, ripping
away one of the most foundational years
of our lives. Yet, despite the challenges, we
adapted. We raised our virtual hands to
ask questions and turned breakout rooms
into gossip sessions. We fought battles
with our phones, losing most and winning
a few.

We persevered through all these and
many more unseen battles that have
mended us into who we are today. We
survived and went back into the building
sophomore year wounded, with scars from
two years of isolation. From taking our first
APs to figuring out how lunch works, we
sought to recoup our lost freshman year
at every corner of the building. Some of us
found it in lifelong friendships while others
found it in clubs, sports, and teachers.

Istillremember steppinginto Mr.Fellowes’
classroom for the very first time for Speech
and Debate, feeling more intimidated
than | ever felt, and the unsettling anxiety
of public speaking crippling me. | still
remember wanting to quit Speech and
Debate after a few meetings because | felt
out of place and discomforted. But, similar
to you, | pushed myself. | pushed aside the
cloud of discomfort to challenge my fears
and embrace this new opportunity to grow
and learn. Looking back, being resilient
and making myself vulnerable proved to
be one of the most valuable lessons I've
learned, paving the way for me to pursue
and explore different interests and gain
new experiences.

These new experiences soon turned our
junior year into the most transformative
and pivotal point of our high school
career. Some of us found our passion for
running while others discovered a drive
for student advocacy. Some challenged
themselves with more APs while others

pursued hands-on experience through
internships. Some dedicated time to SAT
prep while others immersed themselves in
creative writing and community projects.
Each path, though distinct, tested our
patience and resiliency, strengthening our
minds and preparing us for a whirlwind of
emotions.

The anxiety of the future cast a shadow
over summer. Between holding multiple
jobs to save up for college, essays and
applications, summer work for classes,
and research programs, these few months
were busierthanthe schoolyear preceding.
September rolled in and before we could
wake up from catching up on all the lost
sleep, it was already halfway through the
college application process. Time slipped
through our fingers and each day blended
into the next as we raced against our
chaotic mind, hoping to soon find peace.

And so after four
unprecedented, fulfilling,
overwhelming vyears, we stand on the
threshold of this transition. It's impossible

finally, long,

and

not to feel the emotional whirlpool—
excitement, nostalgia, and a touch of
sadness.

These years have been a journey of
We
persevered through countless challenges,
overcame obstacles we never imagined,
and celebrated victories both big and
small. Along the way, we forged invaluable
friendships, shared laughter and tears,
and created memories that your kids will

growth, discovery, and resilience.

probably get sick of hearing. But at last,
you made it.

As we all step into the next chapters of
our lives, it’s easy to forget the very place
and people that helped you achieve your
goals and wildest aspirations. So, before
you leave, take a moment to thank those
who guided you, stayed after school to
help you, made sure you came back to a
clean classroom, lent a hand when you
needed it the most but were too afraid to
ask, and was there for you through your
best and worst days.

And before you leave this chapter of
your life behind, take it all in for one last
time.

Congratulations, Class of 2024, you
survived Revere High School!

~ Raihan Ahmed, Senior
Student Representative
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Thomas John

“Jumbo” Shaheen
He leaves a positive and enduring mark

on the world

Thomas
John  “Jum-
bo” Shaheen
died on May
22 after a two-
month battle with cancer.
He was surrounded by a
circle of love and fami-
ly members, celebrated
with music and tales of
happier times. Tom was a
history buff, avid reader,
family man, and advocate
for social justice and the
common good. Tom was
a good man and extraordi-
nary human being whose
absence is felt deeply by
those he left behind.

He survived by his be-
loved wife, Stacy Ran-
dell-Shaheen of Dracut,
his mother, Edith Shaheen
and his brother, George
Shaheen, both of Revere,
his brother, Stephen Sha-
heen of Cutler Bay, FL, his
brother, David and sister-
in-law Minda Shaheen of
Nashua, NH, his brother
Philip, sister-in-law Mar-
tha, and nephew Harrison
Shaheen of Williamsburg,
VA. He is also survived by
his son, Zachary Shaheen
and daughter-in-law, Jaina
Shaheen of Farmington,
NH, his daughter, Molly
Shaheen and grandson,
Ostara Zion Waldron-Sha-
heen of Cornville, AZ,
step-son, Isaac Randell
and partner, Alexa Par-
adiso of Salem, NH, ex-
wife Michelle Shaheen of
Berwick, ME, numerous
aunts, uncles, and cousins
and countless lifelong and
more recent friends. He
was predeceased by his
father, George Shaheen of
Revere.

Tom is remembered for
his kindness, loyalty, love
of books, dogs and nature,
lifelong commitment and
passion for drum and bu-
gle corps, and concern for
the quality of human life.
He served in the nonprofit
sector for over 40 years,
primarily providing em-
ployment opportunity,
compassionate care, and
safe housing for people
with developmental dis-
abilities. Tom left a posi-
tive and enduring mark on
the world.

He worked his full ca-
reer at improving the lives
of people with disabilities
as a counselor, program
manager, CEO, and as
President of NH’s Service
provider trade group. In
that role he testified sev-
eral times in front of the
state legislature to advo-
cate for disability services.

He held a Bachelor of
Science in Psychology
from Northeastern Univer-

TORF FUNERAL
SERVICE

Pre-need planning with our
price pfOteCthn guarantee.
Arrangements made at our
facility or in the comfort of
your own home
4 generations of the Torf Tradition:
Deborah Torf Golden -~ Amy Torf Golden
Hyman ]. Torf (1903-2000)

ML Tuf (1867-1940)
Richard A. Prunean

(617) 889-2900
(800)428-7161

www.totffuneralsetvice.com

sity and Master of Science
in Counselling from Sa-
lem State University. He
rose to the rank of Captain
in the US Army National
Guard and traveled widely
as an international accred-
itation consultant.

He was an accom-
plished drummer and
drum instructor for over
50 years. He was induct-
ed into the Massachu-
setts Drum Corps/Music
Educator Hall of Fame
in 2014 in recognition of
his legacy and impres-
sive contributions to the
marching music activity.
Jumbo, whose father was
a snare drummer in the US
Army during World War
II, greatly enjoyed playing
that instrument throughout
his life. As a Reverie and
a North Star member, he
invariably found himself
in the role of section lead-
er due to his natural ability
to help and guide others
to achieve their goals by
working as a team.

While in North Star, he
teamed up with another
member to create the fa-
mous Grand Order of Zeke
NS snare counterculture.
After aging out, he spent
years as a drum instructor
for many units including
North Star, the Malden
Ambassadors, Golden
Buccaneers, Joanettes,
Alliance, Atlantic Brass-
men, Esprite Des Corps
and the Triton and Lynn-
field high school bands.
Most recently, Tom served
as a performer, instructor
and board member of the
newly formed North Star
Alumni.

Tom was a Boston
sports fan enthusiast, par-
ticularly the Boston Bru-
ins.

While his children were
young, Tom became an
Assistant Hockey Coach
in Somersworth Berwick
for the ME Youth Hockey
Association. He was a de-
voted and heavily invested
father whose love for his
children shone from his
eyes from the minute they
were born. He is in our
hearts and spirits forever.

In lieu of flowers, do-
nations can be sent in his
name to Doctors without
Borders, Amnesty Inter-
national, or the Oncology
Unit at Lowell General
Memorial Hospital where
he received loving and
compassionate care during
his final weeks.

A celebration of his life
service will be held on Fri-
day, May 31 from 2 to 4
p.m. and 6 to 8 p.m. at the
Edgar J. Racicot Inc. Fu-
neral Home, 1400 Broad-
way Road, Dracut, MA
01826. Online condolenc-
es may be shared at www.
racicotfuneralhome.com.

School Committee honors fast-acting heroes

By Michael Coughlin Jr.

During its regular meet-
ing last week, the Revere
School Committee rec-
ognized several employ-
ees from the Beachmont
and CityLab Schools who
sprung into action during
an emergency medical sit-
uation at the Beachmont
School.

Dianne Kelly, Super-
intendent of  Schools,
provided details of the
incident. “We had a staff
member who had a critical
cardiac incident very un-
expectedly in the cafeteria
just before lunch was be-
ing served,” she said.

“The incredible, incred-
ible, incredible staff at the
Beachmont and CityL-
ab Schools immediately
stepped into action.”

Staff members directed
the ambulance to the situa-
tion, got and administered
defibrillators that saved
the individual’s life, and
more.

“It was an incredibly
stressful and  traumat-

ic event that, thanks to
the incredible staff at the
Beachmont and CityLab,
had a good outcome for
our employee,” said Kelly.

“We were just fortunate
to have a group of people
in that building who all
jumped in and did exactly
what needed to happen and
exactly what needed to be
done in that moment.”

Among the staff hon-
ored were Nate Dore,
Angela Guttadaro, Aus-
tin Tevenal, Stacey Li-
vote, Elaine Pelton, Joyce
Ennis, Dawn Comeau,
Asmaa Dekkai, Marina
Romero, Chris Freisen,
and Stacey Mulligan

Several members of
the Committee expressed
their thanks to the staff
members who jumped in
to help when they were
needed the most.

“This Beachmont
CityLab family said we’re
going to do whatever we
have to do, and I can’t
commend them — they’re
just phenomenal,” said

Stacey Bronsdon-Rizzo.

Anthony Mattera, in
part, said, “Congratula-
tions to all of you. You
deserve a lot of pats on
the back. Thank you so
much.”

John Kingston said,
“Thank you. I appreciate
all your efforts every day
and, especially in this cir-
cumstance, so thank you
again.” While Anthony
Caggiano said, “I’d just
like to say thank you to
all of the employees who
stepped up for that day
because something trag-
ic could have happened.
Thank you all.”

As part of the recogni-
tion, staff members fr